The Bells of St Faith’s

The Bells of St Faith’s

‘Bring Back Dorstone’s Ring Tones’ Appeal
Please indicate below how you will be helping:

Armistice Bell
£500 +

Become a Platinum Donor

£250 +

Become a Gold Donor

£100 +

Become a Sliver Donor

Under £100 Become a Bronze Donor

Calling Bell
£500 +

Become a Platinum Donor

£250 +

Become a Gold Donor

£100 +

Become a Sliver Donor

Under £100 Become a Bronze Donor

Bring back










I enclose a total donation of .…………..………….
(Please list what you want recorded on a separate sheet)

e.g. John Smith - in memory of his parents Joe & Ada
Name: ………………………………………………………………………….
Address: ……………………………………………………………….……..
Telephone ……………………………………………………….………….
Email …………………………………………………………………………..
Please make cheques payable to Friends of St Faith’s
To: John Platts, The Fold, Dorstone, Hereford, HR3 6BE

GIFT AID
If you are a UK taxpayer and eligible to Gift Aid your
donation, please complete the form below and give it to one
of the church staff or post it to [Parish Office address/ Gift
Aid officer’s /Treasurer’s address]. This will increase your gift
by 25p for every £1 given (at current rate), at no extra cost
to you or us.
Thank you.
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of
money made from the date of this declaration and in the
past four years. I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I
pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the
amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax
year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

Signed ………………………………………….…Date ……………………

St Faith’s Dorstone – a short history
During the last 800 years, there have been three successive
churches built on the same site. The current building was
designed by Thomas Nicholson of Hereford in the Early
English style in 1889 and is stone built, and contains several
features from the early church – two piscinas and a Tufa
tower arch. The 13th c. stonework around the east Window
was restored in 2013.
This late Victorian building replaced a church redesigned in
1826, which had box pews and a large balcony, which in turn
had replaced the original 13th.c. church.
There is evidence that the bell tower is mediaeval in origin.
The top storey was lowered in 1950 by 34 feet on
architectural safety advice, and the bells left for chiming
only. Further structural work was carried out to strengthen
the tower in 1981 and again in 2006. The new ring beam will
further strengthen the existing structure.
We intend to take St Faith’s into the 21st century by fitting
new heating and lighting plus a kitchen and lavatories. None
of this can happen until the bells are saved, as these
facilities will be in the base of the tower.

Progress of the work can be seen on
www.dorstonechurch.org

Dorstone’s
Ring Tones

An appeal for your help
to restore the bells
in

Dorstone Church

The Challenge

Dorstone’s Bells will ring out again in 2018
It will be a wonderful moment when our church bells ring out again over our parish for the first time in over 65
years. Generous grants have been received from HLF and a variety of other bodies, so that the tower can be
renovated and fitted with a new ring beam and bell frame, enabling full circle ringing. This renovation project
includes heating, lighting and CCTV to enable congregations to watch the bells and bell ringers. A new rope hand rail
will be installed to assist our new team and visitors to climb the spiral staircase.
We have twelve people who are learning to ring the bells ready for the Armistice Day Centenary Service on Sunday
11th November, when Bishop Richard will officiate, and re-dedicate the bells.
Having our four ancient bells (1350, 1639, 1650 & 1654) restored is specialist work. The Keltek Trust, which finds
homes for old bells, has generously gifted us two Warner bells, cast in the early 20th century, from Richmond in N.
Yorkshire, which also need a great deal of restoration.

So we have a special focus for your support:
The Calling Bell 1639 (Tenor)
The largest bell, cast by John Finch of Hereford, has the deepest note and will be used as The
Calling Bell to be rung before every service, and will ring as the Tolling Bell for funerals.
Therefore we invite those of you who have dearly loved relatives or friends buried in the
two churchyards to consider making a personal donation in their name towards the work
needed to restore this bell. Your name, and the names of those you wish to be remembered,
will be listed in the Calling Bell Benefactors’ Book.

The Armistice Bell c. 1350
The plan has always been to ring our bells again for the Centenary of Armistice Day, to
remember especially the four men from the parish who gave their lives in that conflict. The
occasion will also honour all those who fought in the Great War, WWII or in the Falklands,
Iraq or any other war zone in modern times.
So our oldest bell will be designated ‘The Armistice Bell.’ It dates from c. 1350. This bell was
rung for centuries as periods of war came and went. It was ringing out from St Faith’s tower
long before the Battle of Agincourt in 1415. The archers who went from this area to fight
there may well have heard it. This bell would have been heard throughout the Wars of the
Roses. It would have rung out in the Civil War period and would have been heard by the
Scottish mercenaries who supported Oliver Cromwell and camped close by before they
overcame the Royalist City of Hereford. It would have been joined by the others in 1639,
1650 & 1654. All of our bells rang out at the end of the First and Second World Wars.
Therefore we invite those of you who wish to honour relatives or friends who served their country in any conflict
zone to consider making a personal donation, in their name, towards the work needed to restore this bell. Your
name, and the names of those you wish to be remembered, will be listed in the Armistice Bell Benefactors’ Book.

The total cost of the project is £148,000, and we are
committed to try to raise at least £15,000 towards this
total via specific donations from our community.

Let's pull together . . . .
Not all of the costs of the planned works can be met
by grant bodies or fund raising events alone - although
every effort is going into these activities by the PCC and
Friends of St Faith’s. We also need the help of local
businesses and people with an affinity to St Faith’s.
Maybe you know someone who was married here,
children who were baptised here or perhaps someone
with a relative or friend laid to rest in our graveyard?
Please pass on a leaflet to as many people as possible
who may be willing to give to our appeal.

There are 4 levels for your gift:
 Platinum Donor
Give £500 or more and it will be recorded on an
engraved metal plate and displayed on wooden
boards either side of the Tower Arch as well as in
the Platinum Section of the Benefactors’ Book.

 Gold Donor
Give £250 or more and it will be recorded in the
Gold Section of the Benefactors’ Book.

 Silver Donor
Give £100 or more and it will be recorded in Silver
Section of the Benefactors’ Book.

 Bronze Donor
All donations under £100 will be recorded in the
Bronze Section of the Benefactors’ Book.

 Benefactors’ Books
(to be displayed permanently in church)
All donations will be recorded according to the four
categories above, in two separate books - one for
‘The Calling Bell’ and one for ‘The Armistice Bell’.

‘God loves a Cheerful Giver!’

